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Crosses upon the garments and bodies of the persons
present were apparently of a phosphoric nature; the
Cross in the air resembled meteoric phenomena; the
earthquake and balls of fire had a volcanic origin^
and other marvellous circumstances are referable to
electricity. This all may be very true, and yet it
may be true also that the immediate cause, which set
all these various agents in motion, and combined them
for one work, was supernatural; just as the agency of
mind on matter, in speaking, walking, writing, eating,
and the like, is not subject to physical laws, though
manifesting itself through them.v Again, even sup-
posing that these phenomena were not in themselves
miraculous, yet surely their concurrence with the

v " The mineral and metallic substances which, by their acci-
dental fermentation, are wont to take fire and burst out in
flame, were the native contents of the place from which they
issued; but, in all likelihood they would have there slept, and
still continued in the quiet innoxious state in which they had so
long remained, had not the breath of the Lord awoke and
kindledthem. But when the Divine Power had thus miracu-
lously interposed to stir up the rage of these fiery elements,
and yet to restrain their fury to the objects of His vengeance,
lie then again suffered them to do their ordinaiy office;
because nature, thus directed, would, by the exertion of its
own laws, answer all the ends of the moral designation." War-
biirt. Julian, p. 246. Again, " We see why^/fr^ was the scourge
employed; as we may be sure water would have been, were
the region of Judea naturally subject to inundations. For
miracles, not being an ostentatious, but a necessary instrument
of God's moral government, we cannot conceive it probable
that He would create the elements for this purpose, but use
those which already lay stored up against the day of visitation."
Ibid. p. 250.